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THE PICTURE ALBUM. 
You have seen the photograph? It is a won-
derful invention by which the rays of light 
are made to fall on a prepared plate or tablet, 
so as to print a picture of an ohject at an) 
moment. The copy is made in an instant, 
and elery thing, however small, which be 
longs to the object is shown distinctly, and 
remains permanently fixed. 
But there is a more wonderful, more impor. 
tant, and more interesting work than this con-
tinually going on in every human soul, which 
may he compared to the process above de-
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IIcribed, and which may be called the moral 
photograph. .A prepared tablet, most won-
derfully made, exists within us, on which «the 
light" is painting and fixing scenes and ob-
jects which can be called forth for our own 
observation, and which will all hereafter be 
brought out and spread in order before us, to 
our honor or shame, our joy or grief. 
Many of these daily and nightly pictures 
consist of various views of ourselves, as we 
have appeared, acted, spoken, and thought, in 
different scenes and companies; there, by the 
power of the moral photograph, every feature 
is preserved, the light and shade exactly fixed, 
and the resemblance made perfect, so that 
whenever conscience, of itself, or at the com-
mand of a superior power, shall call forth any 
of these objects and scenes, they will be in-
stantly recognized. Such undoubtedly IS the 
power of memory and of conscience combined, 
that the whole history of our inner man is pre-
served and may be recovered. Sometimes it 
is recalled with an affecting and distressing 
~o." 
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rividne~s. None can doubt, from what they 
nave experienced, that the great Being who 
has so marvelously gifted the human mind 
can, at his pleasure, cause it to bring before 
.t, either in this life or in the life to come, all 
its thoughts, and actions, and affections. 
Reader, be advised; be serious on so irn 
portant and solemn a subject, for yonr eternal 
happiness is involved in it. Let this little 
messenger bring to your mind a few truths 
which you cannot deny, though you may try 
to forget, or, if not to forget, yet to hide, to 
lessen, or resist. 
1. There are true pictures of many great 
and aggravated sins laid up with all their cir. 
cumstances in your memory, which, if unre-
pented of and unpardon.ld, will certainly one 
day stare you in the face like frightful and 
ghastly forms which you would shudder to 
meet. 
2. Is it not also certain that conscience has 
striven on many occasions, when roused by 
lOme event or aSRooiation of thought pointing 
..... 
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that way, to bring those offenses under review, 
that yon might judge yourself on account of 
them; and have you not often remembered 
passages of Scripture that have called upon 
you to repent of your sins, as well as to recol 
lect them; and yet YOIl have neglected the 
faithful monitor, hushed its voice, and hurried 
your thoughts away to some more pleasing 
object? And has not the truthful witness 
been compelled to be silent, because YOIl would 
not hear? Yet the secret within the breast 
has been like a festering wound, never quite 
healed; you have felt it still burning and 
smarting. The picture iu the conscience has 
only been covered over, not blotted Ollt. You 
have refused to look at it, but could not efface. 
it. It may be you have gone farther, ahd 
tried to laugh off your feelings, or plunged 
deeper into sin, with the determination to con-
found conscience, to sear, and, if possible, to 
kill it. 
3. Does not your own reason assure you 
that it is better, wiser, and happier now to 
.0." 
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Know the utmost of your sinfulness, while 
mercy may be found, rathel' than try to hide 
the truth from yourself, till it shall be forced 
upon you by that new and resistl!'ss power 
which conscience will receive, when it shall be 
commanded to present betore you all the 
pictures of yonr past life in such accuracy and 
minuteness that they cannot be denied, but 
when there will be no repentance, or none 
that will be availing, and when shame and 
condemnation will be the only purposes for 
which they must be brought to light? The 
tradesman who suspects that his affairs are 
going wrong does himself no good sel'vice, 
but the greatest disservice, if he shrink from 
the examination of his accounts, and neglect 
all means of retrieving them. So it is with 
sinners. No good can come of trying to con-
ceal our sins from our own consciences ana 
from God. This will not blot them out 
.. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
bave mercy." Provo xxviii, 13. 
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4. Another great truth, shining with divIDfI 
light, and clothed with divine authority) 
claims your attention. God has made gra-
mous and ample provision for the pardon 
of all your transgressions, and for the perfect 
deliverance of your consciencl' from the heavy 
and galling burdl'n of your sins. The m-
demption of your soul from the curse due tc-
your transgressions has engaged the mind of 
God. He has sent his Son "into the world, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." J esufl 
Christ came to save sinners, and even the 
very chief has found mercy: "For with the 
Lord there is ... plenteous redemption." Psa. 
cxxx, 7. The terms on which forgiveness of 
all your sills is offered to you ue the most 
gracious, and in accepting them Jesus Christ 
demands of you neither price nor penance, nei-
ther merit nor righteousness of yours. ., Re-
pent and believe," are his words, and "he that 
believeth .•. shall be saved." Mark xvi, 16. 
The Saviour has satisfied all the claims of the 
No.1. 
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'ivine law-has paid a price of infinite value, 
"nd you may read the glorious truth for every 
oeliever: "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John i, 7. Does 
the guilt of transgression defile your con· 
science? Here is that which can effectually 
purify your sonl. Does the dread of meeting 
again the accusing recollection of all your 
offenses, with all their aggravations, rob you 
of peace and fill you with fear? Here is the 
divine remedy, the effectual antidote: to them 
that believe in Je~us Christ God says, "Their 
sins ap.d their iniquities will I remember no 
more." Heb. viii, 12. It is not· conceivable 
that words should be plainer or more appro-
priate to your case. They contain all that your 
soul needs to make it pure, happy, and safe. 
The return of guilty fears, the dread of 
divine judgment, the beginnings of the wrath 
to come, can be avoided only in Vde way-
that is, God's way; not in your own way. 
He has appointed to receive you as a sinner 
only through his beloved Son Jesus Christ. our 
No. 6. 
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Lord. Through him, by faith in him, you ue 
assured of forgiveness, acceptance, and .ite 
everlasting. A sinful heart may shrink from 
approaching s<r holy and glorious a being; 
hut are not promises from God himself enough 
to remove fear and encourage hope? Fear 
no refusal from him who wiIIeth not the death 
of a sinner-from him who says, "Why will 
yo die?" but take the name of Jesus as your 
sole plea, the blood of Jesus as your sole offer· 
ing, and implore forgiveness through that pre-
cious blood of Jesus, which never has been, 
and never can be, pleaded in vain. The throne 
of God's grace is as open to you as to any other. 
He does not merely say he will accept, but 
he says he will in nowise cast him out that 
cometh unto him. (John vi, 37.) Go to the 
throne of grace and plead the name of J elms, 
and all the guilty pictures of thy conscien~ 
shall disappear. 
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